Thunder and Lightning Policy Support
The Westchase  policy is to clear the pool at the sound of thunder or  the sighting of lightning for a period of 30 minutes from the last observation of either event. Adults and children are asked to leave the deck and seek shelter under the roof, restroom or their cars. There is also a lightning detector in the office and staff are instructed to close the pool when the detector shows lightning is within 6 miles.
These organizations and facilities that support the same procedures are:
National Lightning Safety Institute – It is recommended that swimming pools be cleared at the first sound of thunder or first sight of lightning and 30 minutes should lapse after the lightning and/or thunder stop before swimmers get back into the water.
	The Suncoast YMCA (Pinellas, Pasco and Hernando Counties)
	The Tampa Metro YMCA
	The Red Cross
	The City of Ft Lauderdale
	Duke University
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) – if you hear thunder, lightning is close enough to pose an immediate threat.
US Swimming – “Two of the more common circumstances that must be addressed are thunderstorms and high winds. If the pool is outdoors, clear the pool immediately and keep all patrons away from fences, water and steel beams”
Florida Power and Light – “When you hear thunder or see lightning, get indoors quickly. Never stay in a swim pool, lake or any water in an electrical storm”
